Parish News

West Meon & Warnford February 2025

A stranger’s help

Jesus famously read from a scroll of the Prophet Isaiah in the synagogue and the people
were astonished by what he said about it — sadly, we don’t have his sermon, so we have to work
out for ourselves what he might have wanted us to do. The text he read, and spoke about,
included the following:

“The Lord has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;

to comfort all who mourn,

to provide the oil of gladness instead of sadness,

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,

the peoples shall till your land and dress your vines.”

These words based on Isaiah 61 remind all people of good heart, and certainly all Christians,
that we are called to care one another, and, just as importantly, to accept the help of others.
The richness of the original text reminds us of God’s concern for those who are broken-hearted
and those who mourn. God’s concern is also for people in captivity, those literally imprisoned,
those without the means to get and about, and those shut-in because of conditions of the
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tel 023 9263 2418 mob 07712 808081
www.treedocjoe.couk

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon

. GorAon

Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd

Crown reduction/reshaping * Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencing
Plantation maintenance * Hedges * Tyee planting * Woo

dland management * Stump grinding

Professional qualifications * Iusured in all aspccts of forestry and tree surgery

24 hour emergency call-out

Free quotations
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Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.

Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blmds &
upholstery made especially for you.

The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA
Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk

Call in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advice
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West Meon Village Shop

& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP:
» Wide range of everyday
essentials

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries

« Gifts, cards and more

« Dry-cleaning service

« Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesday and Thursday
mornings

CAFE:

« Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake

« Bike- and dog-friendly
« Sunny courtyard garden

Shop open:
Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
Sun 7.30 am to 1pm

Café open:
9amto 3pm
every day

Find us on:

ngh Slreet West Meon. Tel: 01730 829310
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SILVERBROW

KITCHENS AND INTERIORS

01264 334111
silverbrowkitchens.co.uk
Designing and instafling beautiful kitchens since 2001

Hampshire’s leading kitchen specialist

WEST MEON

VILLAGE HALL

An accessible Community Resource

Ideal for all meetings, classes, society
events and parties

Large and small halls, wi-fi, audio-visual
equipment and fully equipped kitchen

Tables and chairs also available for take
away hire

Venue of the monthly Community
Cinema

Information and bookings online at

www.westmeonvillagehall.org.uk

For additional information and booking enquiries:

Caroline Butcher: 07770 440561

westmeonvillagehallbooking@gmail.com




mind, body or spirit. ‘Captive’ to a degenerative illness, ‘broken-hearted’ or ‘mourning’ might
describe someone very near-by and any number of others across our communities in need of
our kindness. Perhaps, we are one of the ones who needs some compassion or companionship.

The passage proclaims the good news of liberty, gladness, and hope for an ancient people in
captivity, but it is good news for us too in our times that are certainly not without their worries.

In this real and broken world, we can often see both the challenges and the good news side
by side. The sadness on the faces of those who have lost all belongings in the fires around Los
Angeles and the miraculous rescue of an elderly grandmother in a wheelchair. The tragedies
can sometimes be spontaneous and not entirely anyone’s fault — a wildfire, an earthquake or a
debilitating illness. But the good news events, the modern miracles, are almost invariably the
result of someone’s selfless courage, or kindness or just their willingness to act.

Christians, like those of many faiths, are called to love our neighbours. The Good Samaritan,
a stranger and not a neighbour in the usual sense, did not walk by, neither did he just offer a
kind smile and a cheery wave. He acted when faced by another human being who was suffering
- he offered practical and life-saving help.

So THANK YOU to all those who sent in toys or money for families in need in Portsmouth
— you made a real and precious difference, and thank you too for all those who made sure
people alone at Christmas got a meal or had some human contact, thank you to all those who
shop for others or just make the effort to chat. Thank you all for your commitment to friend
and stranger alike.

We look to Jesus for the example, strength, and courage that it takes to be collaborative,
generous, and resourceful. We shall pray that the arrival of spring will be accompanied by new
joy and lasting hope.

Please be assured of our prayers for our whole community, and along with so many people of
good spirit and conscience, we shall also do all we can to support the whole community. To those
who feel most vulnerable, please
know that you are not forgotten and
do let us know if we can help you in
any way.

There will doubtlessly be further
challenges ahead, but let’s look to
one another in a spirit of community
solidarity and cooperation, whatever
our faith. Let us try to share the load
in making sure that no one is left
feeling alone and broken-hearted.
Fewer of us may have neighbours
. with flocks to feed, land to till or
4 vines to dress than once was the
case, but we can all share ‘the oil
of gladness’ and do what we can
to reduce any sadness that may be
around us. Fr. Tony

West Meon memorial © Jacqueline Annabel
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MacDonald Oates 11.P SOLICITORS

; Oliver 3,
' Chimney _/ ‘
' Sweep

Leading Client Service Experienced member of the

Residential Property
Family Law

Guild of Master Sweeps

Insurance approved certificates

.y . issued with every swee
Mediation Services ¥ P

Wills, Probate & Trusts Professional, clean
Litigation & Dispute Resolution brush and vac system
Employment Law
Company & Commercial 02392 787967
Commercial Property info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk

Petersfield Office

Tel: 01730 268211 | Fax: 01730 261232
www.macdonaldoates.co.uk
|

WEST [isyirsrs
\YIDXONY  Fridays
QTN 500 - 10.00am

West Meon Village Hall

Student’s say... COMPANY
“It's Yoga with a physical work out. | love that you . Seles | Lettings | Management
focus on any body issues we have within and work
the class around that. And it’s fun!”

“The hands on approach and your knowledge and
understanding of the body help us all achieve the
most out of the exercises.”

Open classes Jan 8 + 10. Newcomers welcome.

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk

yoga@molliemorris.com giolliemorris.com Mo 01730 771222 2d
- (@Rlcs in o)
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Snowdrop events at Warnford Church - open on Saturdays in

2025

The organisers have decided that the Warnford Snowdrop events, held on Sundays in February
for more than 50 years in aid of Warnford church, will be closed in 2025. There will however
be a limited ticketed event open on Saturdays.

For more than 50 years a wonderful team of local volunteers have welcomed visitors to enjoy
the remarkable display of Snowdrops in the woodlands around the church. Throughout this
time it has been possible to park all the visitors’ cars on the site — however in 2023 and 2024
the event appeared widely on social media and the number of visitors brought the traffic on
the A32 to a standstill and blocked the local lanes with parked cars.

The Snowdrop Sunday events have never been advertised in the past however the advent
of social media and visitors sharing information about their experience has created a level of
interest that the current on-site parking arrangements cannot accommodate. The organisers
have taken advice and have decided that the safest course of action to avoid the traffic problems
that they have experienced is to close the Sunday events for one year.

Closing the Sunday events in 2025 will be disappointing news to everyone who has
visited and supported the church in the past however there will be a limited opportunity
to enjoy the Snowdrop display on Saturday afternoons in February using a ticketed system
with timed entry times. Details of how
to purchase tickets for the Saturday
opening will be available in due course
on the Warnford Snowdrops website
www.warnfordsnowdrops.org.uk - we

would be grateful if you could share this
information with your friends and family
who have visited to see the Snowdrops
in the past.

We would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank everyone who has
visited our treasured Snowdrop Sundays
in the past — we very much look forward

to welcoming you on Saturdays in 2025.
Andrew Sellick

We are looking for volunteer stewards

- for both car parking and welcoming
visitors. We ask for help for roughly one
and a half hours on Saturday afternoons
in February. If you are willing to help,
please contact Angie Trenchard on 01730
829 545 or angietrenchard@gmail.com.
You will be guaranteed a warm welcome.
Snowdrops © by ] Annabel Angie Trenchard
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

01329 834600 enguiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-Itd. co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk 3
info@aphtreecare.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Site Clearance
Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

Call for a free guot

Ox ermadl: the Lay

To advertise in this box
please contact Helena Gomm

on

01730 829741

helenagomm40@gmail.com

We aim to efficiently H\
solve your home and
Business computer needs.

(
e

-
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For a friendly, no obligation qu;te call:
Chris Guénier
01489 890738 or 07962 641796

STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers « Posters, banners & signage

Y detiver Iy the Vifeon “Yelloy!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL
01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

http://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk

=

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or

com

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

www.studio-6.co.uk
Mark Hamilton - Carpenter

Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order

No job too small
Painting * Sheds
Doors ¢ Gates

Sliding sash windows
Property Maintenance
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West Meon Sports Club

Over the Christmas break the Sports Club replaced the fence on the east side of the
top field. The materials were kindly donated by the Club President, who completed
the work with fellow members of the club. I hope you will agree the new fence tidies
up and enhances this part of the Recreation Ground.

Hockey Club Fixtures in 2025

For further information or to register an interest to play please contact Jo Copsey 07786
830881 or jocopsey317@hotmail.com.
Home matches are played at Winchester Sports Stadium, Bar End, Winchester at 1030am.

February

1 Salisbury (H)

8 Portsmouth (A) 13:45

22 Haslemere (H)

March

1 Alton (A) 1130

8 Romsey (H)

15  Southampton (A)

22 Andover (H)

29  Winchester (A) 10.15 @
Cricket fixtures to follow in March. Mary Edwards

B I G thank you

A big thank you to the Clanfield Ladies Football club who, before Christmas, collected
a lovely hamper of Xmas food to thank the West Meon Sports Club and residents for their
support in providing pitches for their teams to play on. I know how hard it is to find a pitch
and changing facilities.

I just hope the weather gives the girls a chance to keep playing, and from the grateful lady
who was so surprised with the overflowing hamper, she hopes the ladies had a very relaxing
Christmas and much success in 2025.

Nina Byles - Care Group Co-Ordinator

Churchyard Clearing Party dates

A big thank you for all your help and hard work in 2024, the Churchyard does look splendid
and I have received many compliments.

As week look ahead to 2025, there is still much work to do, so I would greatly appreciate
your continued support. Listed below are the dates for next year, please put them in your diary.
I look forward to seeing you all.

22nd February, 22nd March, 12th April, 17th May, 21st June, 19¢h July, 16th August, 20th
September, 18th October, 22nd November and 13th December.

Paul Wilcox
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West Meon CE Primary School

The cold snap at the start of our Spring term
meant children were wrapped in coats, hats §
and gloves when they undertook their outdoor
learning and at playtimes. The short snowfall
in our first week was very much enjoyed by &
the children as it gave them additional time | =
away from the classroom. Our lunch time S
break gives children the opportunity to explore #=%
both physical and role playing activities in =
our secure space. This term we have invested

in additional equipment to enable us to §
provide an ‘Active Playtime’. With the help of
trained ‘play leaders’ we set out construction, £
balance board and obstacle course activities §
on a rotational basis, always including some §
mindfulness drawing and colouring in our
calm area for those students who like to be &
creative on paper. We are currently looking &5
into how we can include a Den building §
activity.

Asyou read this we will be heading towards
our half term break and World Book Day which takes place on Thursday 6th March. As a school,
we will be organising a Book Week where we focus on reading and literature in the various
forms it now presents itself. Although World Book Day traditionally falls on a Thursday, we
will be dressing up on the Friday, so keep your eyes peeled for some unusual costumes around
West Meon!

Last term, children at West Meon took part in performances and challenges which contributed
to the building of confidence, self-belief and supports the development of resilience. With those
tools, the children are now ready to be challenged and stretched. Year 6 have begun to look at
the outcomes they need to achieve for their end of year assessment. Alongside new topics for
the term, Owls class will be venturing out to the swimming pool for one of their PE sessions.

Since 1994, swimming and water safety has been a statutory element of the national
curriculum for physical education in England. This means that every 11-year old child should
leave primary school with the skills to keep themselves safe while enjoying swimming with
friends and family. Swimming is the only sport to be included within the national curriculum
physical education programme of study. All primary schools must provide swimming and water
safety lessons in either Key Stage 1 or 2. Since 2012 Swim England has monitored the provision
of curriculum swimming and water safety in primary schools, and research has consistently
shown that only half of pupils meet the required standards. There are many reasons why primary
schools struggle to deliver swimming and water safety lessons. These include cost, time out of
lessons, lack of confidence and a lack of understanding of the outcomes. At West Meon we are
lucky enough to have access to Bedales' pool and some very experienced swimming teachers
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to enable us to meet National expectations.

Friends of West Meon School (FOWMS) have been thinking about ways to raise money to
support the school so keep a look out for events coming up in the next month or so; their aim
is to include the local community when possible. Our school council raised £45 for Save the
Children with their Christmas Jumper day in December and will be looking to arrange some
school events to save up for a new Buddy Bench for our playground.

Asyou read this, we will be hoping to have arranged a visit to Warnford to view the snowdrops
— what a great start to Spring!

Julie Slamaker, Headteacher

The Meon Valley Bus

The Meon Valley Community Bus Association is a registered charity that has been providing
transport facilities in the villages of the Meon Valley where no public transport service is available
since 1985. All our drivers are unpaid volunteers and certified by the Community Transport
Association under the Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme and we are delighted to announce
the arrival of our brand-new community bus.

We operate ascheduled
= weekday service on
; Mondays to Farecham,
on Wednesdays to
| Petersfield, and on Fridays
in rotation to Winchester,
Fareham, Hedge End
or Waterlooville and
our timetable is often
published in the parish
magazine (see rear). The
bus stops in West Meon
outside the Thomas Lord
pub and at Warnford
Village Hall (or George

and Falcon on Wednesdays) on our outbound journeys. On the return our drivers will usually

try to stop as close as possible to where you live and will often help you with any heavy shopping,.

In addition to our scheduled service, the bus is also available for private hire. For example, we
work with the Active Retirement Association to arrange theatre trips; with gardening associations
providing transport to gardens of interest, and with providing transport for school outings.

We aspire to deliver a better - and certainly more friendly and helpful - service than many
commercial bus companies. We are always pleased to welcome new passengers, who we hope
will enjoy meeting the happy community of users and become regular users themselves. If you
have not used our service before, please give us a try. We are sure you won't be disappointed.

For further information about our service, how to arrange private hire, or any other questions
you may have, here’s the link to our website: https://meonvalleybus.co.uk/. Do get in touch
because wed be delighted to hear from you.

Chairman of MVCBA
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N ATURAL GARDENS

ANGELA PALMERTON wciort, wpsca

o

Gardening with Nature in Mind

R.G. GRAY

& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

WILDLIFE GARDENING
CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE
NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN
BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS
SPECIALIST PRUNING

TELEPHONE:
02380 407395 Wi Tt
Helping people to create and manage 07789 293591
Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley ecologically diverse gardens and angela@natural-gardens.co.uk
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET landscapes www.natural-gardens.co.uk
BURRBW LANDMARK

Septic Tank Owners
take note...

Due to the phosphate pollution
problem, we are operating a
septic tank replacement scheme
using private funding.

Register online today

Meon Valley Studio
Design, Planning, Architecture
& Land Management

buow-environmen'-cal.coni'
01935 507 508
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Rainfall report for December 2024 to mid-January 2025
December rainfall ended with 61.4mm (2.42”) giving a total for the year of 1090.7mms
(42.9”). This compares with 1249.9mms (49.2”) in 2023. The wettest months being February
with 182.7mms (7.2”) and September with 135.4mms (5.37).
2025 has started with quite a lot of rain in the first eight days (75.9mms) 2.9” and then
a cold spell set in with some very low temperatures down to -7C on the 10th and 11th but
nevertheless sunny, bright days when some brisk walking was required to keep warm or if you

preferred, sitting in front of a fire and reading the paper!
Peter Short

New pet services

I am thrilled to now have the opportunity to start my own Pet Services business.

I have nine year’s Veterinary experience,
firstly working as a receptionist then a Vet
Nurse Assistant. Previously I have also
worked as an Animal Care Assistant at a
local Cattery and Sparsholt College.

I love animals and have owned animals
all my life.

I can provide daily updates and photos
for you, if you require, and can guarantee
your pet a happy stay in my home.

Home from home boarding for your
dog in my quiet and relaxed household
whilst you are away. _ :

Your dog will be treated as one of the |
family during their stay with me and my [ =5=
therapy dog, Amber.

I also offer doggy daycare and local
drop-ins for that long day in London,
if youre at a Wedding for the day, or
away for a few days, and you just require
animals to be let out, fed, and given some
company.

I have experience of looking after
horses, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, chickens, peacocks and rodents.

Walking is another passion of mine, and I spend a lot of time enjoying walking in my local
area with my own dog.

This is something your dog can enjoy too with us, whether staying for the day or boarding
overnight.

I am full insured, licensed, DBS checked and can provide references on request if need be.

Helen Fewkes
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Services in 2025

Sunday 2nd February
8am Holy Communion - East Meon
9am Benefice Mattins - Warnford
10.30am Benefice Eucharist for Candlemas - East Meon

Sunday 9th February
8am Holy Communion - East Meon
9am Service of the Word - Langrish
10.30am Benefice Eucharist - West Meon

Sunday 16th February
8am Holy Communion - East Meon
9am Benefice Holy Communion - Warnford

10.30am Benefice Service of the Word - East Meon

Sunday 23rd February
8am Holy,Communion - East'Meon
10.30am'Benefice Eucharist - Langrish
10.30am Benefice Setyice of the Word - West Meon
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CAKE. COFFEE
|'AN0A GOOD |

|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII||I
PLEASE COME WITH YOUR
FRIENDS TO OUR MACMILILIAN
COFFEE MORNING
TO BE HELD AT ROOKESBURY VILLAGE

HALL ON FRIDAY 28" FEBRUARY 2025
FROM 10.30 T0 12.30

COFFEL, TEA, SAVOURIES, BISCUITS AND CAKES.
CAKES FOR SALE.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS
FANTASTIC CHARITY!

A Meet & Eat Initiative!
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'Cardiac Rehab

Taking fitness to heart

BIG
QUIZ

& PIE SUPPER
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY ‘25

7.00PM AT THE ALTON MALTINGS

TEAMS OF 8 - 20.00PP
INC. PIE & POTATO OR VEGETARIAN SUPPER
LICENCED BAR

Tickets available via our website:
www.cardiac-rehab.co.uk/events

Sponsored by
Registered Charity No. 1013238
* SHEEN STICKLAND

CHARTERED ACCOUNTAMNTS Est. 1944
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Romance comes to West Meon Community Cinema

As our February film -~ —
night happens to fall on
Friday 14th which is
Valentine’s Day we decided
that a good old ‘rom-com’
would be an appropriate
choice.

After some deliberation
we have chosen to screen
“French Kiss” 1995,
starring Meg Ryan and
Kevin Kline. It was
filmed primarily in Paris,
the Alpes-Maritime and
Cannes and is generally
acknowledged as being
one of the best ‘rom-
coms’ of all time with the
two leads giving sizzling
performances.

In order to continue
the French theme for the
evening we will be offering
an authentic French
buffet...

Tickets for the event can
be purchased as usual from
the village shop or online
at ticketsource.co.uk/west-
meon-village-hall. Film
only (screening at 7.45pm)
£7 - also available on the
door. Film plus buffet
(from 6.45pm) £17. Film plus dessert only (during interval) £12. Tickets involving catering
must be purchased by Wednesday 12th February.

Rosemary Morrish

PS. Future dates for your diary include:
Friday 14th March 7.45pm and Saturday 15th March 7.45pm (“Small Things Like These”),
Saturday 15th March 2pm (“Paddington in Peru”) and
Saturday 4th April 7.45pm (“Conclave”).

Further details to follow next month.
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Silent hunters
The barn owl, with its

ghostly white feathers and
heart-shaped face, is one of the
most iconic birds of prey in
the UK. Known for its silent
flight and stealthy hunting
techniques, this magnificent
bird is a true countryside
symbol. Its haunting appearance
has earned it the old country
name ‘hushwing,” which aptly
describes its ability to glide
noiselessly through the night in

search of prey.

A remarkable combination

Barn Owl © Russell Savory of features allows the barn owl

to be such an effective hunter.
The trailing edges of its wings are lined with soft, serrated feathers that reduce noise, enabling
the bird to fly almost silently. Barn owls also have excellent night vision, perfectly adapted for
hunting in low light. Their long legs, talons, and highly sensitive ears, aided by their distinctive
facial discs, help them locate prey even in tall grass or underbrush. The facial discs act as a
sound funnel, directing noises into the owl's keen ears, allowing it to detect even the slightest
movement on the ground below.

In Hampshire, barn owls are an increasingly familiar sight, especially in the winter months
when they extend their hunting hours to find enough food to survive the colder conditions.
This time of year can be an excellent opportunity to spot these silent hunters as they venture
out during daylight hours to hunt for voles, mice, and other small mammals. The best times
to see them are at dawn or dusk, when their hunting is most active.

Several nature reserves managed by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust offer great
opportunities to observe barn owls in their natural habitat. Hockley Meadows Nature Reserve
in Winchester is a known hotspot for these beautiful birds, where visitors can watch them
glide over the meadows and hunt in the early morning or late afternoon. On the Isle of Wight,
Arreton Down is another fantastic location, offering a mix of farmland and open grassland
that provides their perfect environment. Meanwhile, Farlington Marshes Nature Reserve near
Portsmouth is a must-visit for birdwatchers, with the reserve attracting not only barn owls but
also short-eared owls, making it a great destination for raptor enthusiasts.

While watching barn owls, it's important to be respectful of their environment. Always
maintain a safe distance, avoid disturbing wildlife, and keep dogs on leads. With their captivating
beauty and incredible hunting skills, barn owls are a testament to the wonders of the natural
world. For more barn owl information, visit the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
website: www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/birds/birds-prey/barn-owl

Helen Skelton-Smith
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All aspects of
interior decorating
as well as
Tiling - Plastering

&

SJM Decorating

Call Steve Mitten on
07818 061650

Stevemitten69@gmail.com

Fewe lile reals
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W slale reali

M fascia's, seflils and guiles

TELEPHOMNE: 01730 B59764 = MOBILE: 07881 276754

Emai: infodivaied -+oolng ook « wivs ritd-matng. oo wkiwesl-meen

West Meon Sports Club Pavilion
Hiring Charge £10 per hour

Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
kitchen. 50 place settings.

Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware for hire.
Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)

For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
maryandrory@btinternet.com

-
An experienced team ready to get that job done

‘We provide Gardeners, Handymen, Companions, Cleaners,
Decorators, Admin
and more!
call Lou: 0333 577 3301
hellolou@localtreasures.me
www.localtreasures.me
(Now recruiting)

HELEN'S PET SERVICES
WHERF YOUR PFT I5 FAMILS
Dog boarding & daycare
Local drop-ins: cats, rabbits, birds, horses
Dog walking
Pet / house sitting

Email - helen.fewkes@gmail.com
Tel. - 07785 975130

Fully registered DBS checked

Follow us on Facebook Fully Insured References

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmaholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999
www.gemmabholistics.co.uk

To advertise in this box
please contact Helena Gomm

on

01730 829741

helenagomm40@gmail.com

All types of work undertaken.

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.

Large choice of materials.
Tel. 01730 269926.
www.petersfieldframing.co.uk
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West Meon Parish Council & Warnford Parish Meeting
West Meon Parish Council

West Meon Parish Council (WMPC) communication — all official communication from
WMPC is through the website www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk, the village notice board in the high
street and the Parish News. If you would like to contact the Parish Council, please email clerk@
westmeon-pc.gov.uk or attend one of our meetings — you can find the meeting agendas and
minutes on the website.

Winchester County Council notice of election — WCC issued the notice of election of
West Meon Parish Councillors on the 8th of January. This has been displayed on our notice
board since this date as per the directive of WCC. At the time of writing this, we do not know
if it will be contested. WMPC are only permitted to distribute election information and
documentation issued by WCC, this notice of election is the first official communication we
have permission to publish.

Salt Bins — These are the responsibility of Hampshire County Council. You can report any
issues or re-fill requests on their website: www.hants.gov.uk/report

Traffic Surveys — These have been received by the Chairman and are being reviewed.

Unitary Authority - The English Devolution White Paper that was published on 16th
December 2024 and sets out the Government’s intention to drive a programme of devolution
and local government reorganisation across England. For our area, this could mean:

. A plan to replace our current two local authorities (Winchester City Council and
Hampshire County Council) with a single-tier Unitary Authority.

. A plan to create a new level of Local Government called a Strategic Authority, that
covers several Unitary Authorities and is led by an elected mayor.

. Our Strategic Authority will likely cover the whole of Hampshire, plus Southampton,
Portsmouth and the Isle of Wight.

. Upper Tier Councils, including Hampshire have put forward proposals by 10th
January 2025, secking to be a potential pilot authority, for inclusion in the Devolution Priority
Programme, with wide ranging reorganisation plans to be submitted in the Autumn of 2025.

Gallops closed

The field north of West Meon recreation ground stretching in the direction of Marlands and
known locally as the Gallops will remain temporarily closed so we can still control the pigeons.
As before, the designated footpaths and bridleways will remain open and a further update will
be issued next month as the closure is not intended to be permanent.

Thanks everybody for your patience. Graham Silk
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Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to WPM can be found on its website which also has details of local
facilities and services, village news and events. Please do sign up for Alerts’ so you will be
informed of forthcoming events, planning applications in the area etc.

WPM has an email distribution list so that emails can go to parishioners (eg. relating to
Parish Meetings, details of planning applications etc.) If you would like to be added to the
list, please email the Clerk.

The AGM will be on 15th May 2025.

West Meon, Warnford, Winchester City and Hampshire CC Contacts

West Meon Parish Council Winchester & Hants County Councillors
Tom Brindley locum Clerk to WMPC
clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk Winchester City Councillors
Neil Bolton
Hannah Davies, Chair WMPC nbolton@winchester.gov.uk
01962 771256
Virginia Burke, Vice Chair WMPC
Jerry Pett
Robin Gedye, WMPC jpett@winchester.gov.uk

01489 877633
Graham Silk, WMPC

Tim Main, WMPC
Hampshire County Councillor
West Meon Parish Council website Malcolm Wallace
www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk
07739 050224

Warnford Parish Meeting

Member of Parliament for Winchester
Chair: Vacancy Dr Danny Chambers
warnfordchair@gmail.com danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk

01962 868586
Lucy Hutchinson, Clerk
warnfordclerk@gmail.com

07717 296610

Warnford Parish website
www.warnfordparish.gov.uk
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._f,‘?‘ The Alresford

Accountants

BUT,

el Boamemais

Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

o Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

e Inheritance Tax Planning

o Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists

e Small business consultancy & business
start up

e Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:
T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk
Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Old Stables, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s
Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA

www.butler-co.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwithawide range of legal servicesincluding
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

CHIAANEY
SWEEP

# Professional & comprehensive service

# Stringent dust control methods observed
+ No mess guarantee

# Nest guards & weather cowls fitted

+ Shaftinspection & airflow testing

* Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired

# MF stove accessories fabricated

+ Callstakensevendays aweek

01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

WATER SOFTENERS

—  AMSLTD

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Moh: 07836 247694

Levdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree Wark Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 653

alexwilll2@icloud.com
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DONT BE STUNG BY WASPS OR PRICES!!
5 e WASP NEST DEALT WITH
Distount rate for 2 or more nests

5 in this area
- Discount rate for OAPs
call: APOLLO PEST CONTROL
HIGH QUALITY METALWORK

01420 489144 / 07703 515567
WILLIAM NORMANDALE

We also deal with fleas, mice, moles, rats, cockroaches,
BLACKSMITH

rabbits, pigeons, fox and deer control ete

Curtain‘poles & finials Gates
Handrails Railings

Door knockers. & latches Well covers
Pergola Window grilles

TELEPHONE: 07515 775938
Email: williamnormandale@gmail.com

Penn House, Wheely Down Forge, Wheely Down Road, Warnford S032 3LG




Spring
Show

Where:

Meon Hall
Pound Lane

Meonstoke, SO32 3NP

When:

Saturday 29th March 2025
13.30- 16.30

Displays of:
Flowers, Vegetables,
Cookery & Crafts

Products:

Plants
Vegetables
Fruit
Home baking

For Schedule and & entry forms for adults &
children visit: www.droxfordweb.co.uk
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VEMCLE TESTRG|
Starsm

aylors Garage
Droxford
Hampshire S032 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433
CAR and MOTORCYCLE MOTs

Service and repair to cars light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair
Competitive prices on tyres batteries and exhausts

Collection & delivery or loan car available subject to availability

PLASTERING ¢
RENDERING

Lime Render
Specialist in render painting
Lime Brick Pointing

Skim Plastering
Cement Rendering

Call O’'Brian on
07970417552

/F Meon Springs Self Sturage\

Dry, secure and accessible Self Storage
just 5 minutes from West Meon.

To reserve a unit or find out more, visit
WWW.mMeonsprings.com

WEST MEON
CARPENTRY LTD.

Complete Carpentry Service
Renovation « New Works

or call Pinfarthings, Coombe Lane, West Meon GU32 INB
\ 01730 823249 / Tel: 01730 829380 « Mob: 07590 996858
RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTHERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Nigel Chamberlain & Partners

BISHOPS WALTHAM

ALRESFORD (01489) 892640 WINCHESTER

(01962) 798789 (01962) 862333
Available 24 hours

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk

«ord Villag
0 750 PER J€ ,9
HOUR FOR LOCALS Q//
Warm and homely hall for hire
Includes background heating, lighting, use of
well equipped kitchen with dishwasher

Also tables, chairs, crockery and decorating ladder for
home use may be borrowed. Donations gratefully received.
For help and availability contact Amie Boyes
Telephone: 07887 946169
or e-mail: warnfordvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Warnford Village Hall - Registered charity number 1078228

PRESTIGE

PLUMBERS

Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber
with 38 years experience and covering
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas
No job too small - Senior citizen discount

Call 01730 606510
ﬁ SEo Which?
nuun Trusted irader
e S/
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Specialist in all types of mowers
and garden machinery

jimmeonvalleymowers@gmail.com

Call James on 077 83 93 72 12

or 01489 878085




The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery

OPENING TIMES Tuesday to Sunday Curtis 10am — 4.30pm. Allen 10.30 — 4pm

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum

www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

Allen Gallery:

Clay Make & Take, a family pottery session. Tuesday 18th February, 11am - 12pm. Our
popular clay workshops give the whole family a chance to enjoy an hour of making a small pot
or other creation. Please bring an apron or old clothes. We kindly ask parents or guardians to
remain on site, or they can join in the activity. £6 per person.

Weaving Workshop. Wednesday 19th February, 11am - 12pm approx. An introduction
to the art of Backstrap Weaving - a traditional, loom-free process where you will learn how
to construct a beautiful wall-hanging or table runner. Led by Karen Parkin of the Hampshire
Weavers Guild. £15 each, or £12 unwaged/children aged 8+. Book on the Allen Gallery website.

Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery Monthly Talk - the History of the
Basingstoke Canal. A talk by Roger Cansdale of the Basingstoke Canal Society. Thursday 13th

February, 7.30. FREE, donations welcomed.
AR Y PR U e e

== - 73-'-": E
ngstoke-canal.org.uk/abo - anal-today/

i

Curtis Museum:

Museum by Torchlight. Tuesday 18th February, 5.30 -7.30pm. Our ever-popular torchlight
tour of the Museum. £4 per child. Children must be accompanied by an adult - adults are free.
Bring your favourite torch, or use one of ours.

Free trails. 8th February - 2nd March. See if you can spot all the toy dinosaurs (younger

children). Or complete the Natural History quiz (older children). Pick up a sticker if you win.
Jill Line
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Meon Valley Bus Timetable

Volunteer bus service of the Meon Valley and the surrounding area for all residents. Available
for private hire at other times including weekends and evenings. Contact info@meonvalleybus.
co.uk For hire: hire@meonvalleybus.co.uk Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. £6
return, £3 single journey.

Every Wednesday SOBERTON to PETERSFIELD 9:24 Warnford George & Falcon Return

11:55 Petersfield Tesco 12:00 Petersfield Square
First Friday of the month SOBERTON to WINCHESTER 9:26 Warnford Village Hall Return

11:55 River Park Leisure Centre 12:00 Winchester Broadway

Every Monday plus second and fifth Friday of the month WEST MEON to FAREHAM
9:00Thomas Lord 9:03 Warnford Village Hall Return 12:00 Farecham Sainsbury’s 12:05
Fareham Library

Third Friday of the month WEST MEON to HEDGE END 9:00Thomas Lord 9:03 Warnford
Village Hall Return 12:00 Hedge End Marks & Spencer

Fourth Friday of the month WEST MEON to WATERLOOVILLE 9:00Thomas Lord 9:03
Warnford Village Hall Return 12:00 Waterlooville Sainsbury’s 12:05 Waterlooville Waitrose

No service on other days or Bank Holidays.

Bus will not wait after scheduled time. Dogs 4 . . . N\
allowed subject to driver discretion. Bus passes The Parish News is published by the
) ’ p Parochial Church Councils of West

accepted on all routes. Under 16s half fare. Meon & Warnford and delivered free

Under 5s free. to every home in the parishes.
Care Group Co-ordinators Contributions by the 15th of the
] previous month please to:
Nina BleS 829028/07778 679922 The Editor: Jacquehne Annabel

Virginia de Cosson 829362 Tel: (01730) 829023

westmeonpatishnews@gmail.com

Parish Directory

Rector: Fr. Tony Forrest Advertising: Questions regarding

The Vicarage, Church Street, East Meon advertising ;}Ilzglgii tgsiilrrlessed to:

642 115 (usual working Sun to Wed) Tel: (01730) 829741

Verger for West Meon: helenagomm40@gmail.com
Michael Johnson 829 105

PCC Secretary for West Meon: Printers: Studio 6, Woodside Court,
Louise Clay 829 235 Spatkford, Somerset BA22 7LH

Churchwarden for Warnford: Tel: 01329 832933. Email: print@
Andrew Sellick 07973 344 906 studio-6.co.uk

Stephen Short 829 261 ISSN 2755-3280 (Print)

Verger for Warnford: ISSN 2755-3299 (Online)
Peter Short 829 285
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